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1
REMOVAL OF FRACTURE-INDUCED
ANISOTROPY FROM CONVERTED-WAVE
SEISMIC AMPLITUDES

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This application is the National Stage of International
Application No. PCT/US2012/059376, that published as WO
2013/085616, filed 9 Oct. 12, 2012, which claims the benefit
of'U.S. Provisional Application No. 61/567,516, filed Dec. 6,
2011, entitled REMOVAL OF FRACTURE INDUCED
ANISOTROPY FROM CONVERTED-WAVE SEISMIC
AMPLITUDES, each of which is incorporated herein by
reference, in its entirety, for all purposes.

FIELD OF INVENTION

This invention generally relates to the field of seismic
prospecting and reservoir delineation and, more particularly,
to subsurface rock property prediction in a fractured media
using geophysical seismic data. More specifically, the inven-
tion provides a system and method to remove the effects of
fracture-induced anisotropy on the seismic amplitude of con-
verted-wave data seismic data thereby allowing the data to be
inverted for at least one subsurface rock property using tra-
ditional seismic inversion schemes.

BACKGROUND

It is well know that seismic reflection amplitudes vary with
the incidence angle or the acquisition offset. This variation in
the seismic amplitude is governed by subsurface rock prop-
erties, such as P-wave velocity or impedance, S-wave veloc-
ity or impedance, and density. It is a fairly common practice
in the geophysics community to predict or invert for these
subsurface properties by exploiting this property of the seis-
mic reflection amplitudes. Such inversion methodologies are
conventionally referred to as Amplitude-vs-Angle (AVA) or
Amplitude-vs-Offset (AVO) inversion. The most common
types of reflection modes used in the geophysics community
are PP and PS modes. A reflected PP mode is excited when
both the incident and the reflected waves are P-wave, whereas
a PS mode is defined by an incident P-wave but a reflected
S-wave.

Reflectivity at the interface between two elastic media can
be calculated by Zoeppritz’s equations. However, Zoep-
pritz’s equations are complex and, in their original form, do
not provide any insight to the physics of the wave propaga-
tion. Due to their nonlinear form, they are difficult to use in
linear inverse problems and may cause nonuniqueness in the
inversion solutions. Hence, a number of its linearized forms
have been proposed in the last thirty years for both isotropic
and anisotropic media. Aki and Richard [ 1] derived linearized
forms of reflectivity between two isotropic media for all pos-
sible modes of wave propagation. Their equations have been
further simplified by several authors and have served as a
basis for most of the AVA-based inversion.

As known by those of ordinary skill in the art, if the
medium is isotropic or has polar anisotropy, the seismic
reflection amplitudes vary only with the incidence angle.
However, if the medium is azimuthally anisotropic, the seis-
mic amplitudes vary both with the incidence angle and the
azimuth of the incidence plane. It is well known that at seis-
mic wavelengths, fractured reservoirs exhibit azimuthal
anisotropy. More specifically, one set of parallel vertical frac-
tures in isotropic rocks causes HTI anisotropy. Ruger and

15
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Tsvankin [2] proposed a seismic inversion method for HTI
media. Their method, however, is limited to PP data only.
They derived new linearized equations for the reflection coet-
ficients for HTI media and they showed that the reflectivity
between two HT1 media is governed by the additional aniso-
tropic or Thomsen’s parameter [3] along with P-wave veloc-
ity and density.

S-waves while travelling through fractured rocks split into
the fast (S,) and slow (S,) S-waves. This phenomenon, along
with the anisotropic nature of reflection coefficients, com-
pounds the problem of seismic inversion of PS modes. Due to
azimuthally varying elastic properties in HTT media, seismic
reflectivity also varies with azimuth of wave propagation. The
extra anisotropic constants in HTT media and complex wave
propagation render the equations for reflection coefficients
very complex and cause the AVA-based inverse problem to be
intractable. Due to these problems, inversion for PS data in
azimuthally anisotropic media is not very popular.

Jilek [4] proposed a method to invert for isotropic and
anisotropic subsurface parameters in azimuthally anisotropic
media. His method simultaneously inverts for both isotropic
and anisotropic parameters, which render his approach
unstable and unsuitable for application on field data which
usually have low signal-to-noise ratio.

Thus, there is a need for improvement in this field.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention provides a system and method for
removal of fracture-induced anisotropy from converted wave
seismic amplitudes.

In one embodiment, the invention is a method for inferring
one or more physical property parameters of a subsurface
media by inverting converted wave data acquired during a
seismic survey, the method comprising: generating a compos-
ite seismic trace at a plurality of survey azimuths, said com-
posite traces being composed such that their amplitudes are
free of effects of subsurface anisotropy; and inverting at least
one composite seismic trace by isotropic inversion to deter-
mine a property parameter of a subsurface media.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The present invention and its advantages will be better
understood by referring to the following detailed description
and the attached drawings.

FIGS. 1A-1D depict the reflection coefficients of PSV and
PSH modes at a shale/fractured sand boundary. FIGS. 1A and
1C depict reflection coefficients PSV and PSH, respectively,
at an incidence angle of 25°. FIGS. 1B and 1D depict reflec-
tion coefficients PSV and PSH, respectively, at an azimuth of
20°.

FIGS. 2A-2C depict an example of PS,/PS, conversion to
PSV/PSH.

FIGS. 3A-3D depict curves computed by anisotropic and
isotropic approximation techniques. FIGS. 3A and 3B depict
the anisotropic approximation (solid line) and the isotropic
approximation (dashed line) for dry cracks in sand at various
incidence angles and azimuths, respectively. FIGS. 3C and
3D depict the anisotropic approximation (solid line) and the
isotropic approximation (dashed line) for fully-saturated
cracks in sand at various incidence angles and azimuths,
respectively.

FIG. 4 shows a synthetic example comparing left and right
side of Equation 15.

FIG. 5A illustrates a comparison between RMS amplitudes
from the PS, ;+PS,, (solid) gathers and the summed orthogo-
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nal PSV gathers (dashed). FIG. 5B charts the percentage
difference between the two gathers at every azimuth.

FIG. 6 is a flow chart showing basic steps for the removal
of the effects of fracture-induced anisotropy on converted-
wave data seismic data according to one embodiment of the
present disclosure.

FIGS. 7A-7E demonstrate composite trace generation
according to one embodiment the present disclosure. Syn-
thetic radial and transverse traces are depicted in FIG. 7A.
FIG. 7B depicts PS |, and PS,, traces generated using the 4C
rotation process. Summed PS |, and PS,, traces are illustrated
in FIG. 7D. In polar plot form, the seismic amplitudes of the
PS,, and PS,, traces (FIG. 7C) and the generated anisotropy-
free composite traces (FIG. 7E) are depicted.

FIGS. 8A-8G demonstrate composite trace generation
according to another embodiment to the present disclosure.
Synthetic radial and transverse traces are depicted in FIG. 8A.
FIG. 8B depicts PS,; and PS, traces generated using the 2C
rotation process. Generated PSV traces are illustrated in FIG.
8D. PSV+PSV?®° traces are illustrated in FIG. 8F. In polar plot
form, the seismic amplitudes of the PS, and PS, traces (FIG.
8C), the PSV traces (FIG. 8E), and the generated anisotropy-
free composite traces (FIG. 8G) are depicted.

The invention will be described in connection with
example embodiments. However, to the extent that the fol-
lowing detailed description is specific to a particular embodi-
ment or a particular use of the invention, this is intended to be
illustrative only, and is not to be construed as limiting the
scope of the invention. On the contrary, it is intended to cover
all alternatives, modifications and equivalents that may be
included within the scope of the invention, as defined by the
appended claims. Persons skilled in the technical field will
readily recognize that in practical applications of the present
inventive method, it must be performed on a computer, typi-
cally a suitably programmed digital computer.

DESCRIPTION OF THE SELECTED
EMBODIMENTS

As noted above, lilek [4] discloses a variant of the linear-
ized form of reflectivity in anisotropic media for converted
waves (PS mode). However, his equations are very complex
and it is difficult for them to be used to set up a working
inverse problem. The present disclosure provides an alternate
form of the PS reflection coefficients between two HTT media
and demonstrates how the reflection coefficients may be uti-
lized.

The linearized form of reflection coefficients between two
HTI media for PSV and PSH modes, which are the vertical
and horizontal components of the reflected PS mode, can be
written as follows:

HIT, _ 50,5 ANISO,S\ i
Rpsv™ " (0,0)=Dpsy "> +Dpgy’ S)sin 0+(Eps-
O E ey AVISOS)sin3 ©

®
and

HIT _ ANISO i ANISO i3
Rps ' (0.9)=Dpss sin 6+Epsz/ sin” 9,

@

where 0 is the incidence angle of the slowness vector. It is
important to note that R ,.,””** is controlled by both isotropic
and anisotropic terms, whereas R,;”*" is controlled by
anisotropic terms only. In deriving the above equations, it was
assumed that the contrasts between the two surfaces are
small. It was also assumed that the azimuth of the fracture
normal is same in both media. Barring anisotropic terms,
equation 1 is very similar to the PS reflection coefficient given

by Khare et al. [5].
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As will be demonstrated below, the anisotropic terms are
dependent on anisotropic constants and the azimuth ¢ of the
incidence plane with respect to the fracture normal. In the
given form, it is assumed that the fracture normal is pointing
in the x-direction. By using a perturbation approach, the
following expressions can be derived:

Dlso,sz_z@_g*'z% (&)
BV T Te B 2 p
__2AL g-24p
T gl 2 p
sos  §+2ABS 2g+3Ap )
B/ =" ag
g+2AI5 2g+5Ap
G

In D, and B, 77, S signifies slow S-wave based
attributes, %, 1,° and p are averages of the slow S-wave
velocities, slow S-wave impedances and densities of the sur-
faces. AB®, AL,° and p are the differences of slow S-wave
velocities, slow S-wave impedances and densities between
the surfaces. g is the ratio of the average P- and S-wave

velocities. The anisotropic components of R,g,”* can be
written as follows:
DQQ’JS"'S _ geos?g s ZsinzqﬁA [©)]
2g+1)
and
s - ©
cos?p I_4 2 A 4 gcos4¢A "y (g +2)sin2¢A
4(g—+1)( —4gcos”¢) grl ¢ P 7,

where 8 and € are Tsvankin’s Thomsen-style anisotropic
parameters for HTI media [6]. y is the generic Thomsen’s
parameter [3]. Similarly, we can write the following expres-

sions for PSH mode:

D;}@’,QS" _ gsin2¢ AS 4 Sin2¢Ay (7

4g+1) g

and

Ep° = ®)
2 : 2 240
sin2g i _ geos [ s gsin2¢cos ¢A£(V) N (1-g )Sm2¢Ay
8¢ 2g+D) 2Ag+1) g

FIGS. 1A-D depict the reflection coefficients of PSV and
PSH modes at a shale/fractured sand boundary. FIGS. 1A and
1C depict reflection coefficients PSV and PSH, respectively,
at an incidence angle of 25°. FIGS. 1B and 1D depict reflec-
tion coefficients PSV and PSH, respectively, at an azimuth of
20°. The following parameters were used to characterize the
media. Medium 1 (shale): Vp1=3500 ms; Vs1=1800 ms;
p1=1.8 g/cc; crack density e1=0.01; dry cracks. Medium 2
(sand): Vp1=4000 ms; Vs1=2500 ms; p1=2.3 g/cc; crack
density e1=0.06; dry cracks. As shown, the PSH reflection
coefficients are much smaller than the PSV reflection coeffi-
cients.

Unlike isotropic media, where an incident P-wave on a flat
reflector can only generate a converted PSV mode, both PSV
and PSH modes can be generated in HTI media. If the inci-
dence medium is isotropic and the reflecting medium is HTT,
no S-wave splitting occurs and both PSV and PSH modes are
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recorded concurrently at the receiver. If the incident medium
is HTI, S-wave splitting occurs and the reflected S-wave
travels as fast (PS,) and slow (PS,) modes and a time-lag is
introduced between both modes.

Bansal et al. [7], which is incorporated by reference in its
entirety, presented a method to generate PS, and PS, modes
from radial and transverse PS data. This process can be
referred to as 2-component rotation, or 2C rotation. Bansal et

RBZ (0, §) + REG (0, ¢ +90)

150,5
2Dpgy” +

150,5

150, F
2D PSV

al. [7] also taught how to remove the time-lag in the PS, mode
in order to align it to the PS; mode. The time-aligned PS,
mode may also be referred to as the time-compensated PS,
mode. In other embodiments, the PS; mode may be shifted to
align with the PS, mode. In either case, the resulting PS, and
PS, mode data has been time-adjusted.

It can be shown that PSV and PSH modes can be derived
from PS, and time-compensated PS, data as follows:

sing (©)]

PSV _ cosg [ PS)
[PSH} B [—cosqﬁ sing H PSZ}

where ¢ is the azimuth of the survey with respect to the
fractures normal (symmetry axis). Equation 9 is strictly valid
only forvertical propagation. However, in weakly anisotropic
medium, where Vp/Vs is reasonably large, it remains valid for
most practical purposes.

FIGS. 2A-2C depict an example of PS,/PS, conversion to
PSV/PSH using equation 9. In this example, the incident
medium is HTI with the fracture normal pointing to 120°
from north. The synthetic data depicted in FIG. 2A is resolved
into radial (direction along the line connecting source to
receiver) and transverse (direction perpendicular to the line
connecting source to receiver) components. Those radial and
transverse components are then rotated to PS,; and PS, modes
using the method described in Bansal et al. [7]. A time-shift is
applied to the PS, mode in order to compensate for the delay
in the S, data. The PS,; and time-compensated PS, data is
depicted in FIG. 2B. Next, the PSV and PSH modes are
generated using equation 9. These modes are depicted in FIG.
2C.

As shown in FIG. 2C, most of the reflected converted-wave
energy is present in PSV mode. This observation is consistent
with the PSV and PSH reflection coefficient data shown in
FIGS. 1A-D. Therefore, the PSV and PSH modes can be
thought of as re-computed radial and transverse components
if no time-lag existed between PS, and PS, modes. Said
differently, if there were no time-lag between PS; and PS,
modes, field-recorded radial and transverse components
would be equivalent to PSV and PSH modes.

But as shown in FIGS. 1A-D, the reflection amplitude of
PSV varies both with the incidence angle and azimuth. Fur-
thermore, the PSV reflection coefficient is governed not only
by isotropic parameters
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but also by anisotropic parameters (A3™, Ay, Ae™). If the
seismic amplitudes of PSV modes from orthogonal azimuths
are added together, the following is obtained:

10

ASY — sz]smO +
2( +1)
(2 - sin2¢) (g+2 .
a0 & At —Ag) ¢ BT 0 ] 50
TP +1) + G+ (Ag )+ pe y [sin
2
Aé(v) + Ay)sm@ +
g(2 —sing) ) (v) (g+2) .3
G+ D (A" — ASY) - ?Ay]sm 6

In D,,”*?F and E,.,**“%, F signifies fast S-wave based
attributes (see equations 3 and 4). The fast S-wave based
attributes were utilized in order to allow some of the aniso-
tropic terms to cancel out. Numerical modeling was per-
formed and it was found that the fast S-wave based attributes
introduce smaller error into the approximation than slow
S-wave based attributes.

Inreviewing equation 10, it is first noted that the multiplier
of sin 6 is independent of azimuth angle ¢. Moreover, in
fractured rocks, 3¢ is either negative (in dry fractures) or
close to zero (in fully-saturated fractures) and y is positive.
Hence in equation 10,

A&V +

ZA
2(g+1) g

is very small for most practical purposes. Similarly, anisotro-
pic terms in the multiplier of sin® 0 are also usually small. As
a result, the sum of the reflection coefficients of orthogonal
PSV modes can be expected to be independent of azimuth ¢.

If the anisotropic coefficients are ignored, equation 10
takes the following form:

ISO,F ISO,F

2Dpgy sind + 2Epgy) sin®0 (1D

RET(O, )+ RES (0, ¢ +90) ~

where,

pisor _ _2ABT g+280 DAL g-24p (12)
PV T e BE 2¢ p g IF T 2g p

FSOF _ g+2AﬁF+2g+3Ap_g+2A1f 20+54p  (13)
PV T g2 BT 4gr p o gr IF T Ag2 p

In equations 11, 12 and 13, p*, 1.7 and p are averages of the
fast S-wave velocities, fast S-wave impedances and densities
of the media. For example, B7=(B,+B,7)/2 where $,© and
B, are the fast S-wave velocities of the incident and reflect-
ing media, respectively. ABY, AL and Ap are the differences
of fast S-wave velocities, fast S-wave impedances and densi-
ties between the two media. It is important to note that the
quantities in equations 11, 12 and 13 are free of anisotropic
parameters.

FIGS. 3A-D depict curves computed by anisotropic
approximation (equation 10) and isotropic approximation
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(equation 11). FIGS. 3A and 3B depict the anisotropic
approximation (solid line) and the isotropic approximation
(dashed line) for dry cracks in sand at various incidence
angles and azimuths, respectively. FIGS. 3C and 3D depict
the anisotropic approximation (solid line) and the isotropic
approximation (dashed line) for fully-saturated cracks in sand
at various incidence angles and azimuths, respectively. The
following parameters were used to characterize the media.
Medium 1 (shale): Vp1=3500 ms; Vs1=1800 ms; p1=1.8
g/ce; crack density e1=0.01; dry cracks. Medium 2 (sand):
Vp1=4000 ms; Vs1=2500 ms; p1=2.3 g/cc; crack density
e1=0.06; dry cracks/fully-saturated cracks.

When reviewing these figures, the difference between the
two approximations initially appears to be large. However,
after considering the error introduced during data acquisition,
processing, and generating angle/azimuth stacks, the differ-
ence in the AVA pattern is negligible. Moreover, the maxi-
mum difference between the two curves occurs when the
fractures are fully-saturated with water, which is rarely the
case. As a result, the difference between the anisotropic and
isotropic approximations is very small and can be ignored for
most practical purposes.

In the above discussion, the PSV and PSH modes were
determined from PS, and PS, mode data. However, fracture
parameters may also be estimated by a data rotation scheme
first described by Alford [8] for vertical seismic profile (VSP)
surveys and later modified by Gaiser [9, 10] for surface seis-
mic survey. This rotations scheme is referred to herein as
4-component (4C) rotation.

The method of 4C rotation performs tensor rotation on the
radial and transverse components from orthogonal azimuths.
The following equation describes the tensor rotation process:

PS(fl PS‘fz _[ sing cosqﬁ} PS;% PS?i [simﬁ —cosqﬁ} (14)
PS% PS‘fz " | —cos¢ sing pS?Q”O Psgwo cosp  sing

Inthe above equation, ¢ is the azimuth of the survey. PS ;* and
PS,? are radial and transverse components, respectively, of
the PS mode at survey azimuth ¢. PS,**° and PS,**° are
radial and transverse components from the orthogonal azi-
muth ¢+90. This tensor rotation moves the seismic energy
from the off-diagonal components (PS,? and PS,**%°) to
diagonal components. The new diagonal components, PS
and PS,,, carry most of the seismic energy and off-diagonal
components, PS , and PS,,, modes have typically very little
energy left. PS,, is represents the pseudo-fast mode, while
PS,, represents the pseudo-slow mode.

After performing the 4C rotation, PS,, is aligned with PS |
mode by applying a positive time-shift on PS,, mode. The
new time-aligned PS,, mode may be referred to as the time-
compensated PS,, mode. Alternatively, PS,, is aligned with
PS,, mode by applying a negative time-shift on PS, ; mode. In
either case, the resulting PS,, and PS,, mode data has been
time-adjusted.

After matrix multiplication of equation 14, it can be shown
that PS,, and time-compensated PS,, modes and PSV are
related as follow:

PS*+PS5t=PSV+PSP4+90 (15)

Similar to the PS; and PS, modes, the PSV and PSH modes
can be thought of as re-computed radial and transverse com-
ponents if no time-lag existed between PS |, and PS,, modes.
Since the time-lag between PS,; and PS,, has been removed,
PSV and PSH are same as PS; and PS,, respectively. As a
result, equation 15 can be derived from equation 14.
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FIG. 4 shows a synthetic example comparing left and right
side of equation 15. As depicted, there is an excellent match
between the amplitudes of PS,,®+PS,.? and PSV®+PSV#+°
at different azimuths.

FIG. 5A illustrates a comparison between RMS amplitudes
from the PS, ;+PS,, (solid) gathers and the summed orthogo-
nal PSV gathers (dashed). FIG. 5B charts the percentage
difference between the two gathers at every azimuth. As
shown, the difference between the two gathers is less than
0.6% for all azimuths. These figures support the conclusion
that the reflection amplitude of PS,,*+PS,,? does not vary
with the azimuth and it can be expressed by equation 11.

The flowchart of FIG. 6 will be referred to in describing one
embodiment of the present disclosure. The depicted process
(600) first acquires or receives multi-component, multi-azi-
muth data from a seismic survey (601). Azimuth is defined for
aparticular source-receiver combination. The direction (rela-
tive to true North or some other reference direction) of the line
connecting a source-receiver pair is called the azimuth of that
particular source-receiver pair and associated seismic data.
Traditionally, only the vertical component of the seismic
wavefield, which is dominated by the P-wave energy, is
acquired. For certain applications, all three vector compo-
nents of the wavefield are also acquired (using a motion-
detector type of seismic receiver).

In this type of acquisition, any type of P-wave source is
used, which may be, but is not limited to, dynamite, a vertical
vibrator, or air gun. The vertical component of the data mostly
contains P-wave energy and the two horizontal components
carry converted-wave PS energy. The PS energy is defined as
the P-wave energy reflected back from a reflector as S-wave
energy; i.e., P-wave goes down and some of that energy is
reflect back up in an S-wave mode.

The process continues as the acquired PS energy is rotated
or resolved into radial (direction along the line connecting
source to receiver) and transverse (direction perpendicular to
the line connecting source to receiver) components (603).
Free-surface related seismic noise, such as surface-waves and
free-surface multiples, may then be removed from the radial
and transverse components (605). After noise correction, nor-
mal moveout (NMO) correction is applied (607) on the data to
flatten the reflections. In other embodiments, the reflections
may be flattened by pre-stack time migration. As appreciated
by those skilled in the relevant art, steps 601-607 are standard
processing steps and are routinely applied in seismic data
processing.

The process continues by generating composite seismic
traces at all azimuths whose amplitudes are free of the effects
of subsurface anisotropy (step 609). These composite traces
may then be further used to estimate subsurface rock proper-
ties. The next steps of the illustrated embodiment depend on
how the PS energy is processed. In one instance, PS,; and
time-compensated PS,, gathers are generated (step 611). In
one embodiment, the PS,, and PS,, modes are generated by
the 4C rotation process described herein. The PS,; and time-
compensated PS,, gathers at common survey azimuths are
then summed to create composite traces (step 613).

In another instance, PS1 and time-compensated PS2 gath-
ers are generated (step 615). In one embodiment, the PS, and
PS, are generated by the 2C rotation process described herein.
Next, PS; and time-compensated PS, gathers are used to
generate PSV traces at all survey azimuths using equation 9
(step 617). PSV traces from orthogonal azimuths are then
summed to create composite traces (step 619).

Regardless of how the composite traces are generated,
process 600 continues by stacking the composite traces from
all azimuths to generate a full-azimuth composite trace (step
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621). In other embodiments, the composite traces from some,
but not all, azimuths are stacked to generate a multi-azimuth
composite trace. Due to stacking of the traces from the dif-
ferent azimuths, the signal-to-noise ratio of the full-azimuth
composite trace improves. Because the seismic amplitudes of
the composite traces are substantially free of subsurface
anisotropy, isotropic inversion is performed on the full-azi-
muth composite trace (step 623). In one embodiment, subsur-
face rock properties are inverted for by using the equation 11.

Another embodiment of the present disclosure includes
only steps 609 and 623. In additional embodiments, other
steps may also be included to meet system and design objec-
tives.

FIGS. 7 and 8 demonstrate application of the disclosed
methodology on synthetic radial and transverse data set.

FIGS. 7A-7E demonstrate one embodiment of composite
trace generation according to the present disclosure. The syn-
thetic radial and transverse traces are depicted in FIG. 7A.
FIG. 7B depicts PS,; and PS,, traces, which, in some
embodiments, are generated using the 4C rotation process.
Next, the PS,; and PS,, traces at each azimuth are summed to
generate anisotropy-free composite traces. The summed PS | |
and PS,, traces are illustrated in FIG. 7D.

Also depicted are the seismic amplitudes, in polar plots, of
the PS,, and PS,, traces (FIG. 7C) and the generated anisot-
ropy-free composite traces (FIG. 7E). FIG. 7C demonstrates
that the seismic amplitudes of PS,; (solid) and PS,, (dashed)
vary with azimuth. However, as seen in FIG. 7E, the seismic
amplitudes of PS, +PS,, traces do not vary with azimuth,
thereby demonstrating that the composite traces are free of
the effects of subsurface anisotropy. Based on equation 11:

ISO.F
PSE}-IIﬁPSn ~2Rps" = {16

2 ASF 2 A 2 A8F
2(——£ —&—p]smmz(“ s

28+3 M]sin30 =

— +
g B 2% p gt B 4Ag”

2AIF g-24Ap). g+2AIF 2¢+5Ap) .,
(_ET_Z__ sinf + 2] & T—F— sin” @

Equation 16 allows subsurface rock properties to be calcu-
lated based upon known isotropic inversion techniques.

FIGS. 8A-8G demonstrate another embodiment of com-
posite trace generation according to the present disclosure.
Synthetic radial and transverse traces are also depicted in
FIG. 8A. FIG. 8B depicts PS, and PS, traces, which, in some
embodiments, are generated using the 2C rotation process.
Next, PSV traces are derived from the PS, and PS, traces.
These PSV traces are illustrated in FIG. 8D. PSV traces from
orthogonal azimuths are then summed to generate anisot-
ropy-free composite traces. The PSV+PSV®° traces are illus-
trated in FIG. 8F.

Also depicted are the seismic amplitudes, in polar plots, of
the PS, and PS, traces (FIG. 8C), the PSV traces (FIG. 8E),
and the generated anisotropy-free composite traces (FIG. 8F).
FIG. 8C demonstrates that the seismic amplitudes of PS,
(solid) and PS, (dashed) vary with azimuth. FIG. 8E also
demonstrates that the seismic amplitude of the PSV traces
also vary with azimuth. However, as seen in FIG. 8G, the
seismic amplitudes of composite traces (PSV+PSV®°) do not
vary with azimuth, thereby demonstrating that the composite
traces are free of the effects of subsurface anisotropy. Based
on equation 11:
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PSV.
:2(_%A_ﬁF _ gA_P]Sm
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z(g”ﬂF L +3£]Sin39
& pf 4t p
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2 AIF -2 A +2AIF 2g45A
(___s_gz__p]smm(g _s_g__p]we

Equation 17 allows subsurface rock properties to be calcu-
lated based upon isotropic inversion techniques.

Subsurface rock properties can be solved in a variety of
ways. In one embodiment, forwarding modeling is performed
using equation 16 or 17 and using a set of rock properties

(AﬁF alf dAp]
ﬁ—FOI‘ ISF ani 7

The modeled synthetic traces are compared with the field
data, i.e., the generated composite traces. If there is a good
match between the two, it is assumed that the correct rock
properties were used to do the modeling. If there is not a good
match, then modeling is performed again using a new set of
rock properties. This process is iterated until there is a good
match between the synthetics and the composite traces. The
final rock properties used to do the modeling is assumed to be
the correct subsurface properties.

Another way to estimate the rock properties are by directly
inverting for them from the seismic data. In such approach, a
least-squares inverse problem is set up using equation 16 or
17. The seismic data (or, in the case of the present invention,
composite traces) at multiple incidence angles is used as the
input to the inverse problem. The least-squares inverse prob-
lem is then solved to estimate at least one rock property at
each time sample.

While the invention has been illustrated and described in
detail in the drawings and foregoing description, the same is
to be considered as illustrative and not restrictive in character,
it being understood that only the preferred embodiments have
been shown and described and that all changes and modifi-
cations that come within the wording of the claims are desired
to be protected. It is also contemplated that structures and
features embodied in the present examples can be altered,
rearranged, substituted, deleted, duplicated, combined, or
added to each other. The articles “the”, “a” and “an” are not
necessarily limited to mean only one, but rather are inclusive
and open ended so as to include, optionally, multiple such
elements.
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What is claimed is:

1. A method for inferring one or more physical property
parameters of a subsurface media by inverting converted
wave data acquired during a seismic survey, comprising:

generating a composite seismic trace at a plurality of sur-
vey azimuths, said composite traces being composed
such that their amplitudes are free of effects of subsur-
face anisotropy; and

inverting at least one composite seismic trace by isotropic
inversion to determine a property parameter of the sub-
surface media.

2. The method of claim 1 further comprising stacking the
composite traces at all survey azimuths to generate a full-
azimuth stack and inverting said full-azimuth stack by isotro-
pic inversion.

3. The method of claim 1 further comprising stacking the
composite traces at a plurality of survey azimuths to generate
a multi-azimuth stack and inverting said multi-azimuth stack
by isotropic inversion.

4. The method of claim 1, wherein each composite trace is
a sum of time-adjusted PS,,; mode data and PS,, mode data
from orthogonal azimuths, the PS,, and PS,, mode data is
generated by performing a tensor rotation on the radial and
transverse components of the S-wave data, the PS;; mode
data and PS,, mode data is time-adjusted by applying either a
positive time-shift on the PS,, mode data or a negative time-
shift on the PS, | mode data.

5. The method of claim 4, wherein the tensor rotation
process utilizes an equation that can be expressed as

Pty Pt
Pt psh

Pk PS}
PS?#)O PS;%#)O

sing

cosg
B [—cosqﬁ sing }

[ sing

cosg

—cosqﬁ}

sing

where ¢ is the azimuth of the survey, PS .® and PS,? are the
radial and transverse components of the converted wave
seismic data at survey azimuth ¢, and PS;**°° and PS ,**
o0 are radial and transverse components from the
orthogonal azimuth ¢+90.
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6. The method of claim 4, wherein the inversion process
utilizes a formula that can be expressed as

208° g+24
PSET ps,, ~ 2RBOT = 2(— 288 g+2 —p]sinO +

g Bf 2

g+2408° 2g+34p)

2( P F ppE: — [|sin’ @
2AIF g-2Ap)Y g+2AIF 2g+5A7p) .,
T L b S T

HTI A plSO.F
PSps| | +psy, ~ 2Rps

g pf 2
g+2A8" 2g+3Ap)
2( & ﬁ’_F pye: — |sin’ 8
- (_%ﬂ_gf]sin9+
TNl 2% 0p
g+2AIF 2g+548p) .,
RN AT

where B is the average fast S-wave velocity of an incident
media and reflecting media at an interface, 1.7 is the
average fast S-wave impedance of the incident and
reflecting media, p is the average density of the incident
and reflecting media, AR is the difference in fast S-wave
velocity between the incident and reflecting media, AL”
is the difference in fast S-wave impedance between the
incident and reflecting media, Ap is the difference in
density between the incident and reflecting media.

7. The method of claim 6, wherein the property parameter
is

ABE AIF Ap
or or —.

R

8. The method of claim 6, wherein the property parameter
is AR or AL” or Ap.

9. The method of claim 1, wherein each composite trace is
a sum of PSV modes from orthogonal traces, said PSV modes
being obtained from a two-component rotation of radial and
transverse components of the converted wave data.

10. The method of claim 9, wherein the inversion process
utilizes a formula that can be expressed as

2A8°F g+24p
HTI L RISOF _o[_ = _ 2P
PSP511+P522~2RP5 _2( 2 % P sing +
g+2A8" 2¢+34Ap 3
— 7 — |sin’®
g P 4g
2AIF g-2Ap) . g+2AIF 2g4+5A7p) .,
Ty L e i e
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-continued

P Sg;’1+P522 X ZRLSSO'F

(_%ﬂ_&f]ﬁm
gpt 2 p
+2A8F 2g434A

z(g YL —]sin30
g pr 48 p

2 AIF —2A
= (———S—g——p]sin0+

(g+2A1SF

where 7 is the average fast S-wave velocity of an incident
media and reflecting media at an interface, 1.7 is the
average fast S-wave impedance of the incident and
reflecting media, p is the average density of the incident
and reflecting media, AR” is the difference in fast S-wave
velocity between the incident and reflecting media, AL”
is the difference in fast S-wave impedance between the
incident and reflecting media, Ap is the difference in
density between the incident and reflecting media.

11. The method of claim 10, wherein the property param-

eter is

ApF
a

AIf Ap
or —.

iF P

or
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12. The method of claim 10, wherein the property param-
eter is ARY or AL or Ap.

13. The method of claim 9, wherein the two-component
rotation generates PS; mode data and PS, mode data, the PS;
mode data and PS, mode data is then time adjusted by apply-
ing either a positive time-shift on the PS, mode data or a
negative time-shift on the PS| mode data.

14. The method of claim 13, wherein the two-component
rotation utilizes an equation that can be expressed as

sing

PSv _ cosg [ PS)
[PSH} B [—cosqﬁ sing H PSZ}

where ¢ is the azimuth of the survey with respect to the
fractures normal.
15. The method of claim 1, wherein the isotropic inversion
is performed on a computer.
16. A method for producing hydrocarbons from a subsur-
face formation comprising:
obtaining seismic data from a multi-component seismic
survey of the subsurface formation;
processing the seismic data using a method of claim 1 to
determine at least one subsurface rock property esti-
mate;
drilling a well into the subsurface formation based at least
in part on the rock property estimate; and
producing hydrocarbons from the well.
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